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All these passages may refer to the milky way (celestial waters)
or they may really indicate the sky, the word div being loosely
applied.

Now let us consider the position of heaven and how it is
held in its place. Heaven is distant from us (VI. 40. 5) and
is placed above the^ea (sky, according to Sayana) (VIII. 97. 5).
Heaven is held by itself (V. 32: 10) and is supported by Indra
without a pole (avamse) (II. 15. 2). . Indra held it so firmly
that it may not fall down (II. 17. 2, 5 ; II. 27. 8 ; III. 30. 9).
He supports it high above the earth (X. 55. 1). The sun also
holds the heaven without support (X. 149. 1) and is regarded
as the supporter of heaven (IV. 13. 5). He has placed it higher
up (IV. 31. 15). Soma, again, is said to support it like a pillar
(IX. 74. 2} and she is regarded as acting as a pillar (IX. 87. 2).
In one place (VI. 72. 2), Indra and Soma are regarded as having
held the heaven by a support (sky, according to Sayana). Lastly,
Agni (II. 11. 5), Mitra (III. 59. 1)? Mitra-Varuna (V. 62. 3),
Varuna (VIII. 42. 1), and Rbhus (X. 66. 10) are also said to
support the heaven.

There are other characteristics of heaven. (1) It is con-
stantly bright (IX. 113. 7), with bright regions (IX. 113. 9).
It is called luminous (devl) (V. 32. 10). It is decorated with
stars (II. 2. 5; II. 34. 2; VIII. 55. 2; X. 68. 11; X. 111.-7).
There is mention of meteors in heaven (X. 68. 4). It is re-
cognised by Navahs (Adityas according to Sayana) (II. 4. 6).
(2) There are two gates (I. 48. \5), a staircase (1. 52. 9) and the
sea (X. 98. 10) in heaven. (3) Heaven is imperishable (IX. 113.
7), undecayable (IX. 113. 7). There is every kind of pleasure
in heaven and all desires are fulfilled there (IX. 113. 10). (4)
Vaivasvata is the king of heaven (IX. 113. 8).

Lastly, we may consider briefly the divisions of heaven
already alluded to. We are informed of the highest (uttama),
middle (madkyama) and lower (avama) regions of heaven (V. 60.
6). There are three Divas and three Nakas in heaven (IX.
113. 9). The three Divas are said to hold the luminaries
(rocanas) (II. 27. 9) the regions of which are again three in
number (I. 105. 5; VIII. 10. 1 ; VIII. 82. 4; IX. 17. 5). Naka
is the highest region of teaven (IX. 73. 4 ; IX. 85. 10 ; X. 130.
2); it is the back of heaven (III. 2. 12). The wide, high Naka,
was held up by Visnu (VII. 99. 2). It is provided with stars
(I. 68. 5 ; VI. 49. 12). It is the abode of gods (I. 19. 6 ; I.
164-. 50; VIL 58. 1 ; X. 90. 16; etc.). The Rocanas (lumi-
naries) shine in heaven (I. 6.1 ; I. 81. 5 ; VI. 7. 7 : IX. 37. 3 ;
etc.). They are said to form the third region of heaven (VI.
44. 23 ; IX. 75. 2). Commencing from below, we may take
the three strata of luminaries (those of the sun, moon, and
planets) as forming the third (lowest) region, the regions of the
stars (divided into three) as forming the highest region and an
intermediate second region of the heaven.